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. This document contains materials for games which are

intended to give teachers and parents of young children ideas for

making learning games which will prov1de experiences approprlate to -

their "interests and abilities. While the games may be used by '

children in small groups, they were designed primarily for the child oL

to explore alone. The games are .described and organized in a sequence

of three basic concepts: objects can be organized according to shape,.

color, and size; objects ¢an be organized by their indentity; and »

. objects can be organlzed accordlng to relatlonships. ‘These céncepts

are then developed in a series of 64 games through which the child

nay discover organizational relationships. The purpose of the games

is to help children transfer concrete knowledge into abstract

comcepts.” This document also contains a paper entitled "Language Arts -

Games as a Bridge to Reading" by Linda Clary. (TS) . :
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AUTHOR'S INTRO)UCTION o GAME§ GRAFFITI; Rationale for the Games
Approach to Early Learning ,Experiences

by
o ' ‘Mary Anne Christenberry

, ) : ¥
The research of Piaget and others has indicated that it is

imperative for children to interact with real objects in order
to léearn about and; indeed, to create their cognitive world. ‘

Kamii and DeVgies state Fhat it 13 necessary for children :.;tg
‘manipulate objects in order to develop their physical, logico-
mathemgtical, ardd spatial kno?ledge becausF it is only by aealing

witp rehlity that thildren can transform reality...'manipulating’ -~ ¢
should mean 'using ébjects gonstructiveli"with a well—defi;ed ) ?
aig (at Qhateygr levei)...f a child is working, and the child:
should not be "...just manipulating objects in haphazard pushing, s

r ? v A A
. pulling, and fooling around." (Kamii & DeVries, 1973, 31-32). This

i

.appears to me to, be a clear argument against much of the random
"free play" activities we customarily provide for young children

in typical kindergarten and other early learning situationms.
. @ ' ' .
' - ‘ ‘A

In eérly éducatioh, we are usually highly concerned with thé
P 4 M »
. - .
child's intellectual or cognitive develgpment, urged on by 6::;;?5,

schodl district peréoﬁnel, and by our own ﬁeisqnal philosophies. .

But what ‘is; the BEST wayrto;accbmplish this? “Kamii cites from the

writings of Piaget,that "...our comprehension of reality.,.pretedes -
and largely determipes how we react to it. Whatever speciffc.ob— o _ a

: . .
jective we may define in education must...support and enhance qual-
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ities such ae,autonomv so that intell%gvhce Ccan develop as a co- .

herent,'powerful whole." (Kamii, 1975, 201) - And, indeedf some

of the most impartant issues today in early education a‘e concerned , :

with the objectives\of our programs, most specifically what we

should tr;‘to teach, why, and how. I believe that the m&af impor-

| * v

tant part.of this questiom\may be why and that it ig crucial that

objectives for early educatio oe solidly grounded in developme

tal theory aupported by research.‘ I share with Kamii her conce

-

o that if we continue to give childrenready-made answers and end-

" less workpapers with oniy ong correct answer and toys with only

one use, we may fail to educite childrenhtoaieal logically with{

reality itself. Kamii says Jthat by J...compart entaliaing\aca" : » .
demic skills and separatingf them ffom the'developm t of intelli-

Kamii, 1975, p. 203).

told what to think next."

! .

' \Alﬁy has clearly deffined the difference in types of knowledge

‘we deal with in teaching young children. She defines PHYSICAL
<
[}

KNOWLEDGE as "...knowledge that can be inferred directly from

observation of the physjc ?} world" and states that.it differs from ///
/
. LOGICO-MATHEMATICAL KNOWLEDGE, which'is "...knowléﬁge that indi—

viduals cohstruct from their own’ actions on the physical world."

»
aar

) \ .
(Almy, 1976, p. 93) I most classrooms, we probably see more

SN,

-
JERG Y T

. P l
physical knowledge, or soéial 1earning, being attempted by thee . !

. teacher where the chilf is askéd to make many 1nferences which

. ' - N
1 : a

A " may be beyond his capabilities at that time to formulate and

)
¢
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interpret, than the logico-mafhematical im(_nw'l--dp,o at which the
, ‘ SN AN .
~child arrives through hig ol ahtion onf@lements in his world
and through which he creates.his dyn intellﬁct. Piaget, himself,

in discussing représentativ. intelfigence, gives us some insight

into his ideas about the child's progression in cognitive develop- /
- ment: ”i\
"Represéntative fntelligence begins with the child's .
ystematic concefitration on his o action and on
//fhe momentary fifurative aspects of the segments of
reality with whifch this\action deals Later it ar-
N 7/ rives at a deceritering based on the\general coordina~-
tion of action,[and this peérmitg the iormation of ..
~ operatory systems of transformations nd constants
- or conservatiors which liberate the representation )
of reality fromi its deceptive figuratige\appearances.f.
(Piaget, 1969,/p. 128). ) ; - |
' It was with this fin mind that the authors of GAMES GRAFFITI
developed these games and attempted to organize them in a Lur—
I
\poseful, meaningful manner. We sought to implément, thr dgh the
_ games, some of the ifleas concerning the development of a %hild's
-, . . J\‘
% binderstanding glean¢d from our stud? of theorists, particulakly
iaget, and those who are pnrrently attempting to impleméht his
ideas in early edycation. - ‘ - .

II./ Objects can be organized by their identity
: . \ * : :
_ » \ :
ITI. Objects can be oréanized according to.the relationships

ihzée concepts are then developed in a series of 64 games through

.

T
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.w, which tﬁe chilq}may discover for himself organizational relation-
ships. Evéry %ttem;t should be mage-by the person consﬁructing
the games to m;ke‘?gem attractive, interesging, and avéilable‘to
thé chiid. A te&pt‘to aré%Se his "interest and his curiosity be- -

“

cause, ”...acpordiﬁg to Piéget,..;If intelligence develops as a
! .

j -
whole by the /child's own construction, then what makes this con-
strdcﬁion po$sible in the child's curiosity, interest, alertness,:"

desirg to cqﬁmunicate arnd, exchange points of wiew, and a desire. i -

‘ to make'seh‘%e out of it all." (Kamii, 1975, p. 201)

‘g

It is/the‘desire of the authors of- GAMES GRAFFITI that
teachers wfo choose to construct*these games will use them to the
benefit of the children under their direction and that they will

. ] \

reflect 't elteacher's awareness of the way children think and

gt}
’-‘ .

-ghat‘thé e gdames will support and facilitate thaty&hinking, the 4 -
\‘ ) essentié difference between ciassrooms using Piaget';.ideas and 3
others ccording to Almy (1976, p. 96). ? .a»
L; rning games may be used by teachers and paréntskof T. v %
young fhildren to provide exp%riences a;propriate to their in- o T N \ é
teresué and abilities. Using games for concept learning is a D

~delightful approach to learning. While the games we are pre-
N\ ' . ~?
senting) today may be used by children in small groups, they were

-
[

Oy

designe \primarily for the child to explore by himself. The games
b : '

»
pudeabut

are arrafhged in a-sequence developed from extensive_ study f

)

Kme @ dra bbb el S

. current research in child development.
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The pufpose of the games 15 to help the child transfer con-

crete knowledge into abstract concepts. The ideas in the games

are, basic and are.adaptable/jor use in classrooms from kindergar-

ten through third érade; /

» . : A £ .
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LANTUAGE APTSALCAMES AS A BRTDAGE TO READINT by Linda Clary

3

o
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EArly chi,: ood education and reading are teaming to help children learn.

For yearéféow, we have talked about the importa;be of what the child does

before se comes to school and how thht'relétes to his later success, particu-

larly in reading, and we have practiced the concept 6f~ readiness in first

érades. UnfortuAatei}”,readineéé has often meant. forcing a child through

a ﬁrogram,lregardless of his developmantai state. fhere are many, many

sghools where all first gradars get, the same readiness program and all

begin to read on the second Tuesday in Ootober, regardloss of| their o
anguists

in recent ye((;yhaveustressed the importance of lnnguﬁge development to

Vo

individual characteristics. However, reading ‘educators and

reading success, and, according to Plaget, langnnge réflects rather than
determines chnitive deVelopmdnt. However, he says that special linguistic
programs will not Help children whose cognitive level does not allow
coﬁprehension of what theﬁ talk about. Frank Smitﬁ also emphasizes

that reading involves the translation of visual eynbolé for language into

- mesning. We also know that thinking and speech occurred much earlier and

existed for a long time without readinﬁ. Written language is dependent on

spoken language, and spoken language has to be stimulated to develop the

conceptaathat lead . to understanding.
Hére's where early childhood education and resding can team up. Early
childhood specialists have contact with childiren earlier than resding teachers,

and, by providing>activites that help the child develop qognitive abilities,

B . /
'Theseilearning games represent an interdisciplinary appraoch to education.

they create a need for langusge. The child must then uSe languaye meaningfully,

and this use leaus the .hild to later being able to derive meaning from

rhe priated form of language. This task 1s essentially what reading is

+  and illustrates how *hese learning gemes can lead to reading and'lgnguage

Pl

arts success'for the young child.
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A child is_

M always
| \ : N learning .
, A child's A child 1s
learning - ‘ curious : .
is fun . ‘ o
! v | .
’ , ~ A child learns A child learns

through ptay . <{ﬂﬁgﬁé@2¥ﬂdoing

N LWL .

— . >, \ ’ . / e
. o : - , A child's work , -

is learning

TP THE READER: [ ' ) | L et
. Fhese GAMES are intended to give teachers and parents of young children

lideas.for makiqy’leéfning games whiph will provide éxpgriéﬁcés gppnggriateiéo
.;5 . their interests and abilitde§. Nhjlé no ages are‘sbecified, the GAM%SZweré
designed w%t‘ vgry#ybunﬁ 1éarners in mind.
B Usiégﬁga@eg i§fa delightful approach to learning, éhared by the chﬁid'and“
hi§ parent or teacher. While tKe GAMES may Eiﬂgfed%?g chi]dren in small groups,
‘théy were designed primarily For the child-to exﬁldre by himself. The SEQUENCE’
of these GAMES was developed from extensive study of current reseé}chfin chiid
K ¥ | development. It is §uggesteﬁ that the child BEGIwaifh CONCEPT I an&_prdceed in

L the given order. Thé CONCEPTS and the GAMES build from the beginhing to the end

" in é developing SEQUENCE, -The foundation for each CONCEPT depends uﬁon;the pre~-
: ' 3 A . . .

vious CONCEPT. o ¢ - ’ | ’ ‘
. ’ | t \ |
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. 'The main purpoée of these GAMES is to help the child transfer concrete
knowiedge into abstract concepts. Therefore, encourage the chitd to VERBALIZE
as he use§_the GAMES, even when hevis workihq alone. Every time.he knows’what
something is, encourage h{m to talk about jt. (E.g. "The boat is blue. The sun
is yellow. Here is a'triangle. This is a circle.") Also, emcourage him to
éesérﬁbe what he i5 5@ing. (E.9. "1 aih putting the train ﬁeré.“) '

Basic to the concept of S}Qanizing skil]§'1s the child‘s understéndf&% of
the meaning of suchﬂwqrdg as: | . “

alike all | bigger next © similar -

different some smaller last Tittle
the same as none large first® a bit

o

'Manymchildren confuse the meaning of these words. - Try to clarify them with the
child if he appears~uncé;tain'of their meaning and use. * V

The ideas in these GAMES are basic and are applicable fortuse in Sunday
Scﬁoo1s, Bible Schoo]é, or Church Kindergartens, using piEturgs from Church
'; 1iterature.,.The authors hope that teachefs and parents will take these ideas
and deveiop similar” GAMES and activities of fheir own appropriatetto the needs

" and ‘interests of their children.

N\

;fﬁ& v
‘Mary Anne Christenberry
- Carol Eabanks
¢ { Crystal ﬁ@%ﬁﬁgrs
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CONCEPT 1I:
1-A:
&
[-8:
[-C:
1-D:

CONCEPT II:
" 11-A:

CONCEPT II{:
TII-A:

IT1-B:

‘Objects can-be grouped by shape . °

_ SEQUENCE OF CONCEPTS AND GAMES

OBJECTS CAN BE ORGANIZED ACCORDING TO SHAPE COLOR AND SIZE

-

Games 1-3
Game 4, Evaluatipn of IfA

Like objects can have different colar
Games 5-6
Gama 7, Evaluation of I-C -

Different objects can have 1iké color
Games 3-9
Game 10, Evaluation of I-C

Like objects can be different sizes
Game 11-14

s »~:;- .. I D -
Game 16, Evaluatiom & ;CONCEPT 1

i

OBJECTS CAN BE ORGANIZED BY THEIR IDENTITY

ObJects of similar appearance can be grouped according to
their similarity

Games 17-21 - o

Game 22, Eva]uation'of I1-A - . ’

Objects of similar nature can. be grouped according to
their similarity '

"Games 23-31 - - L .f(f.

Game 32, rEva]uation of 1I-B

Objects with similar uses can be 9rouped by, : ,ﬁgﬁi

their purposes o
Games 33-34 ‘ :
‘Game 35, Evaluation of II-C ) =
Game 36, Evaluation of CONCEPT II '

OBJECTS CAN BE ORGANIZED ACCORDING TO THEIR .RELATIONSHIPS
l

Separate parts-‘can be arranged to form a mean1ngful whole

Games 37-41

Game 42, Evaluation of CONCEPT III-A

Objects can be used together to perform a meaningful
purpose ,

Games 43-46

Game 47, Eva]uatlon of LII-B

. . - F

\15
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CT11-C:

[11-0:

ITI-E:

£
N

i)

. The same objects can be arranged to occupy space

differently
Games 18-52 -
Game 53.-Eva1uation of IlI-C

Objects because of similar nature, belong together
Games 54-57
Game 58, Evaluation of III-D

‘Parnicular actions evoke predictable observable effects

Games 5R-60 .

* Gam2 61, Evaluation of III-E

Game 62. Evaluation of CONCEPT-II{

OTHER GAMES YOU MAY WISH TO MAKE
Game 63

Game 64 ' o R
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- *“ CONSTRUCTION AND.USE OF THE GAMES

| . a

nstructed in boxes, such as hosiery boxes

1. A games are designed to be cog

2. A1l materials are things. you may already have at home or ‘school; or which you’
; may easily obtain from 1oca1 stRres. ‘ _ ‘ - !
I \ . e
7. 3.. Use three- d1mens1ona1 items when pessible but if yoﬁ cannot find them mount
pictures from magazirnes and old workbogks. ory heavy cardboard.. '
4. When the term "shadow" is used ina game descr1pt1on, it refers to a black .
shape in the box, which is. exactly the size and shape of a loose object in
the game. The "shadow" prov1des a.built-in self evaluation for the child:
jf the ohject fits, the shadow",,he knows that h'is answer; 1s correct,

5. The boxes may be taped together w1th w1de tape on bne S}de to make a type of
hinge. A fastener made of a bradand string mdy be placed on the opposite
side to 1nsure\a secure’ c]os1ng for the box an to keep loose obJects from
sp1111ng out. .

6. The inside of the box and the loose obJects in the games may be covered with
clear contact paper for longer use, , \ ' i

7. Engourage the ch1]d to put away one game w1th al] parts in it before he uses
another one. , .. ' ,

Jf\

Moskmg +qpc © Brud and FFring
hmgc I - fastener”

" Covertop of box Y Label along
~ with colerful - - Fosy ‘h: si‘ore

SR piclure SR on ‘shelves, Choose
T ' - . - - one you want from
Cd - . , . ,\ o ' N .'he ‘Qbe S,

/ .
: *



\
. : .
i . '
\ -
. \‘ -
x\ j
|
] § “l
. .
, . THE_GAMES
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) ' » The GAMES are printed on only one side:
of the paper so that you may cut them : N\
apart to file, to place in the box with
the GAME, or to use in any way conveni-
ent and helpful-to you. '
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' Cullum, Albert PUSH BACK THE DESKS New Ybrk: Citation Press, 1967I

Elkind, David. CHILDREN AND ADOLESCENTS Interpretive Essays on Jean P1aget
(2nd edition). New York: Oxford University Press, 1974.

Flavel, John H. THE DEVELOPMENTAL PSYCHOLOGY OF JEAN PIAGET Princeton:
D. VanNostrand Co., Inc., 1963.

/

Gesell, Arnold. .THE FIRST FIVE YEARS OF LIFE. New York: Harper and'wa, 1940.”

‘Gesell, Arnold, et c1. INFANT AND CHILD IN THE,CULTURE OF TODAY: The Guidance
of Deve]opment in Home and. Nursery Schoo] Revised Edition. New.York:
Harper and Row, 1974, ¥ f% S

" Gray, Susan W., Klaus, Miller, and Forrester. BEFORE FIRST GRADE. New York:
Teachers' College Press, Columbia University, 1966.

Hymes, James L., Jr. TEACHING THE CHILD UNDER SIX. Columbus, Ohio: Charles
Merrill, 1968.° ' . ,

Hunt, J. McVicker. INTELLIGENCE / EXPERIENCE. New York: = Ronald Press, 1961,

Hur]oék, Elizabeth B. CHILD GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT. New York: McGraw-Hill
Book Co., 1956. ' : '

Leepen, Sarah Hammond, et al. GOOD SCHOOLS FOR YOUNG CHILDREN. New York:
The Macmillan Co., 1968. '

Montessori, Maria. THE ABSORBENT MIND (translated by Claude A. C]aremontl;’//”
New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1967. :

Phillips, John L., Jr. THE ORIGINS OF INTELLECT P1aget s Theory San Francisco:
W.H. Freeman and Co., 1969

Pulaski, Mary Ann Spencer. UNDERSTANDING PIAGET: An Introduction_to Children's
Cognitive Deve]opment New York: Harper and Row, 1971.

Rohwer, wflléam D., , Ammon, Paul R., and Cramer, Phebe. UNDERSTANDING

INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT Three Approaches to Theory and Practice. Hinsdale,
ITlinois: The Dryden Press, 1974. ‘

Todd, Vivian.Edminston and Herrenana, Helen. THE YEARS BEFORE SCHOOL. New York:
-The Macmillan Co., 1964. . ' :
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GAMES GRAFFITI: Léhguage Arts Games to Make For Young Children

by

Mary Anne Christenberry, PhD.
Auausta College _ ( ' : :
~ Carol Eubanks, ﬁsd ’ L S
Crystal Leathers,/MEd . . '
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A ~ CONCEPT II-B: OBJECTS OF SIMILAR NATURE CAN BE GROUPED v .
’ o ' ACCORDING TO THEIR SIMILARITY = . - : "
Sample ' . : » : '
Game #26 . Lo ' -]
Game: Gathering: Cardboard; pictures of farm and city activi-
. ’ ties, animals, vehicles, buildings, etc. -
&l Making:  Glue farm scene in box 1id, city scene in -
, _bottom of boxs . Mount other pictures on | N
cardboard. ' ‘ - S

Using: &{ild groups pictures as shown. §:25§§ji\( -
| ke i

| | Farm L G _ . \. _

N‘:"‘

" 1lines for developing hundreds of other games.is available. " All games use
qmaterials and items found around the house or in the classroom. The authors
are available for workshops .and in-service sessions for instruction and par-.
ticipation in construction of the games. The book may be ordered from

P.0. Box 2683
- Augusta, GA 30904
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I am enclosing $3.00 for each copy of the hook, GAMES GRAFFITI: Lanquage’
- Arts _Games to Make for Young Children. Please mail ___ copies to: E

4 ~—

A book of detailed directions for making 64 Language Arts games plus guide- o ,:
|

’ Name ) L /
Address _ : IR »
; l . ' : 8 L L I
! R R, 2
~ : : ' . T(be sure to give zip) y
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